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Veterinary TIMES

Steps towards better awareness

EUROPEAN Antibiotic Aware-
ness Daywas an ideal oppor-
tunity for everyone using
antibiotics in agriculture to
ensure they are doing so
ponsibly, which
“as little as possible and
as much as necessary”.
Antibictics are key medi-
cines in both human and ani-
mal health. Responsible use
in livestock helps to maintain
animal health and welfare
and provide safe food for the
censumer. However, they
should not be a substitute for
good farm management. The
Federation of Veterinarians in
Europe (FVE) has clear guide-
lines an responsible use and
it's worth reviewing these.
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reminds practitioners to encourage farmer clients to
follow guidelines on responsible use of antibiotics

Work with clients to
avoid need

for antibiotics

A typical example is one of our
herds, which had an infectious
bavine rhinotracheitis (IBR)
problem. Replacement

heifers were only vaccinated
against IBR each year. This
meant the older cows did

not have adequate cover and
we were seeing clinical IBR
cases in these older cows.

We advised whale herd vac-
cination in the summer of
2012. Farm medicine records
show a significant reduc-

tion in antibictic use with

the number of cows treated
dropping by 60 per cent.

The farmer is delighted
because his treatments are
reduced, which means more
milk being sold plus health-
ier cows that are more pro-
ductive. We are delighted
because we have a happy
client and |ess antibiot-
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ics being used on farm.
More farmers are now
buying into the whole herd
health concept to prevent
disease and this has to be the
way forward for all species
and conditions where there
are vaccines and effective
control measures availa-
ble. Always promote good
husbandry and biosecurity.

Choose the right drug
for the right bug

Use as narrow a spectrum
antibiotic as possible as a
first-line treatment, Many
farmers will want to use
broad-spectrum antibiotics
if they are unsure what the
problem is. This should be
discouraged. Training farm-
ers in medicine use will help
with this. We should ensure
they use the most suitable
antibiotic for the appropriate
condition using the correct
dose rate, frequency and
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duration cf treatment, and
that the medicine is admin-
istered by the correct route.

In Japan, there is the NOSAI
system of veterinary insur-
ance where the farmers’
veterinary costs are covered
Vets who deliver this system
have to follow specific treat-
ments for different conditions.
For example, the first-line
treatment for calves might be
oxytetracycline and, if the ani-
mal does not respend, it then
moves on to the second-line
choice. Vets cannot jump in
with the most potent antibi-
otic each time. Vets drew up
these guidelines and have to
follow them otherwise they
do not get paid for their werk.
Practices could draw up similar
treatment guidelines for some
of the common conditions.

Farmer education

We have been running med-
icine courses in our practice
for several years and farm-
ers have responded really
well. These have resulted

in a reduction in the num-
ber of treatments. The use
of thermometers is now
common, Farmers often
telephone if they are unsure
about what is wrong with
an animal rather than just
treat hoping to resolve the
problem. If there is any doubt
we will visit the animal.

Use diagnostic tests
as much as possible
Diagnostic testing is impor-
tant to help ensure we are
using the most appropriate
treatmenits, as well as helping
to fine-tune control meas-
ures, Use of regular diagnostic
tests should be encouraged.

Pay attention to
critically important
medicines

Third and fourth generation
cephalosporins and fluoro-
quinolones are classified as
“critically important” anti-
biotics and their use should
be discouraged as much

as possible. Data sheets of
third and fourth generation
cephalosporins state these
should not be used as first-
line treatments. Many farmers
put pressure on vets to use

Use of diagnostic tests to identify the cause, cantrel and select the
mait suitable treatments ks essential,

the most potent antibiot-
ics as a first-line treatment,
This should be discouraged.

Minimise prophylactic
use of antibiotics
Previously, prophylactic use
of antibiotics was used, for
example, chlortetracycline
added to calf milk replacer

to try to avoid or reduce

the severity of pneumonia.
This might be to overcome
management and husbandry
problems, such as poor venti-
lation, wet and draughty beds,
overstocked sheds, mixing of
age groups or calves did not
receive adequate colostrum,
You can manage your way out
of all of the above factors,

Report any adverse
reactions to the YMD
An adverse reaction is not
just when an animal has an
allergic reaction to a medicine.
It can also be a treatment
failure when treating a con-
dition for which the medicine
is licensed. Pharmaceuti-

cal companies and the VMD
should be notified in the
event of treatment failure.

So what are the opportuni-
ties with medicine use for vets
in the UK? We are the pre-
scribers and most frequently
the dispensers, so it makes
sense for us to train those
who administer the products.
Farmer training will pay divi-
dends and makes them realise
that making a diagnosis is not

This article is part of our
regular Spotlight series of clinical
and topical features aimed specifically
at the large animal veterinary practitioner

as simple as it seems - other-
wise why did we spend five
years at veterinary school?

Larger practices might also
consider reviewing their com-
maon treatments, drawing up
protacols and ensuring the
whaole team has a consist-
ent approach ta treatments.
A farmer asked me a few
years ago why | used a dif-
ferent dose of a particular
antibiotic for treating cows
to one of my ceclleagues.

It was a good question -
and one of us was right.

In the future there will be
mare restrictions on antibiot-
ics and their use. The Dutch
government has requested a
cut in antibiotic use by 2015 to
70 per cent of the levels used
in 2009. In the Netherlands,
third and fourth generation
cephalosporins and fluoro-
quinolones are not used at all
in food-producing animals.
The Dutch authorities can see
the dispensing habits of indi-
vidual vets and the medicine
use of individual farms, and
there are actions that will be
taken if these do not follow
the government guidelines.

It should be the veterinary
profession that leads and pro-
motes responsible use, rather
than vets being forced to
make changes by supermar-
kets or regulatory agencies.

Further reading
wiwwf g/uploads/publications/
_antimicrobials_ad _




