— ‘VETERINARY REVIEW — SHEEP MA’TTERS.

Winter aftermath

sheepMATTERS

Another tough winter on sheep has meant that some have struggled to hold condition.
Vet Richard Knight looks at the implications for sheep farmers across the country

Richard Knight
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Much energy is used by
sheep traipsing around a field
looking for grass which is
edible, with the better shep-
herds already spotting this
need and working to rectify
it by either housing sheep
due to lamb soon, giving bet-
ter quality forage in feeders
or trough feeding concen-
trate cake.

Several times in the past
weeks the discussion of
whether to move feeders

around a field, or to leave
one area a bit poached up,
has arisen. The conclusion
seems to be that wrecking
one area is preferable to
damaging the whole lot, but
great attention should be

paid to the feet, addressing
lameness straight away.
There are several studies
which show that shepherds
who pay immediate attention
to lame sheep, rather than
leaving symptoms to develop
and then treating a larger
batch, have fewer problems
with lameness across the
board. That translates into
more meat reared. A sheep
with sore feet is going to
struggle to find everything
she needs to eat, which
means she will be more
prone to getting sick around
lambing and then may very
well go on to have a lower
milk yield than she ought.

VACCINATION
Likewise, if sheep are housed
early then the risk of devel-
oping infectious foot condi-
tions such as foot-rot and
CODD (contagious ovine
digital dermatitis) is
increased. Consideration of
foot-rot vaccination should
be a matter of course. Many
shepherds still do not know
that a vaccine is available, and
the pros and cons of under-
taking a programme.,
Attention to detail and
revision of foot bath volumes
and dilution rates never go
amiss either as these calcula-
tions are often ‘mis-remem-
bered’ from year-to-year.We
also find that there are still
many folk entering the sheep
industry with very small
flocks. These people are usu-
ally hungry for information
and keen to do everything

TIPS FOR SQPS

® Make sure customers are stocked up with disinfectant
sprays and foot bath preparations,

® Consult the vet as early as possible.

® Immediate attention to any lame sheep saves money.

right from the outset, rather
than progress by trial and
error. Make sure that folks
are stocked up with the
necessary disinfectant sprays
and foot bath preparations. If
there are any queries, or no
response to  treatment
then their usual farm veteri-
narian should always be
consulted sooner rather

than later to avoid any
problems escalating.

Richard Knight is a
Director at Westmoriand
Veterinary Group in
Cumbria, Lancashire and
MNorth Yorkshire. Contact
him at: office@westmor
land-vets.co.uk or on
01539 722692.
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Pre-lambing
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| Heptavac-P plus

Vaccinate your ewes at least 4-6 weeks before
lambing to protect against the two biggest
sheep killers. Not only does this maintain their
immunity throughout the year, the ewe also passes on

high levels of antibodies via the colostrum to her lambs,
protecting them in thle vital first weeks of life.

 Protection for your lambs
against pasteurella and
clostridial diseases...

Use medicines responsibly. For more Information visitwww.osab.uk/responsible

Part of the

Plus

system

Comprehensive protection for your flock
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