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Dairy family
benefit from
Defra-backed
health plan

DAIRY farmers Trevor and John
Whitfield are reaping the

rewards of farm health planning
under a new initiative.
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A number of core health prob-
lems have been identified and a
herd health plan is being devel-
oped to target these.

Trevor Whitfleld said:
“Already, the few changes we
have made have given improve-
ments all-round.

“In the past, for example, we
have not used a nutritionist, but
that is something we are seri-
ously considering. The Holstein
is a finely tuned animal which
needs to be fed accordingly”

In the last 12 months, 23 cows
out of 100 received treatment for
lameness, and a locomation
score carried out in August
showed that 28 per cent of the
herd was lame.,

Trevor recently demolished a
wall in a shed so that he could set
up his crush permanently to make
trimming cows® feet less of a chore.
He has gates set up so that he can
separate off cows at milking time
and get them into the crush quick-
Iy and easily on his own.

A high level of milk fever was
one area Trevor and John iden-
tified as needing attention.

As part of an action plan, for-
ages and the dry cow TMR have
been analysed, with emphasis on
mineral status.

Blood and urine have been col-
lected from transition cows to
analyse their acid-base balance,
their macromineral excretion and
their energy status pre-calving

Preliminary results reflect a
high potassium and sodium
intake and consequential poor
calcium mobilisation so a spe-
cific diet has been formulated.

Cell counts at the start of the
initiative were well above 200
and threatening to put the milk
into a lower price band, now
they have been reduced to 150.




